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VOLUME OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING STILL SAGGING 


ESIDENTIAL building, which has been declining almost continuously since 

the beginning of last year, continued to sag during the second quarter of 

1956, with the poorest showing being made by the metropolitan areas 

with more than 1 million population. The best showing this year has been made 
by metropolitan areas with from 500, 000 to 1 million population. 


Figures are available now for the first 8 months of 1956 in comparison with 
the first 8 months of 1955. These are shown on the following table: 


lst 8 months ist 8 months Change 
1956 1955 No. % 


Total nonfarm starts 782, 900 942, 800 - 159, 900 -17 
Starts in metropolitan areas 552, 800 696, 500 - 143, 700 -21 
Starts in nonmetropolitan areas 230, 100 246, 300 - 16, 200 -7 


The map on the following page shows residential construction for the first 6 
months of 1956 compared with the same period of 1955; 32 metropolitan areas 
are above, 132 are below, and 4 show no change. 
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EXPLANATION OF CHARTS 


ESIDENTIAL building in all metropolitan areas of the United Statesas defined by the 1950 
R: ensus is charted on the following pages. The 168 areas include all areas in which the 
-entral city had a 1950 population of more than 50, 000. 


In each city all suburbs, incorporated and unincorporated areas, have been contacted and 
every effort has been made to make this report as complete as possible. In most cities it has 
been possible to include practically all of the suburbs within the metropolitan area. For exam- 
ple, the New York City and Northeastern New Jersey area figures include the building in 326 
suburban communities; the Chicago area includes building in 166 suburban communities; Phila- 
delphia, 161; Detroit, 101; Los Angeles, 63; and Cleveland, 61. In all, more than 2, 300 
communities are represented in these charts. 


On the charts the figures are expressed as the number of new family units started per 
10, 000 families in each metropolitan area as indicated by building permits. In non-permit- 
issuing areas, we requested the tax clerk to report to us the number of dwelling units added 
to the tax roll each month. In this computation, a single-family dwelling counts 1, a 2-family 
dwelling counts 2, and a 24-family apartment counts 24. All public housing and war housing 
projects have been included, along with buildings that were privately built and financed. 


The blue italicized numerals on each chart give the number of new family accommodations 
built in the last 3 months for which figures are available. These are actual figures and are not 
adjusted for the number of families. The red italicized numerals give the corresponding [ig - 
ures for the corresponding period of a year ago. 


It should be noticed on the individual charts that separate averages (medians) have been used 
for four groupings of metropolitan areas. The average number of new family accommodations 
built per month per 10,000 families is shown from 1920 to the present for metropolitan areas 
having from 50,000 to 250,000 people (the solid red line); for areas having from 250, 000 to 
500, 000 people (the beaded red line); for areas having from 500, 000 to 1,000, 000 people (the 
dash-dot line); and for those areas having a population of over 1, 000, 000 (the dashed red line). 
Ninety-one areas fall into the first category; 44 into the second; 19 into the third; and 14 into 
the fourth. 


On each area chart is shown in red the national average for areas in its grouping in contrast 
to the blue line, which shows the figures for the specific area. The averages used on the area 
charts are medians. A median average is found by arranging the data in order of size and se- 
lecting the amount at the midpoint. Because a median average thus eliminates the influence 
of the two extremes, it gives a very good picture of the typical area in each group. 


On the chart on the front page we have also shown national averages for each of the 
groupings of metropolitan areas; (1) 50,000 to 250, 000 population; (2) 250, 000 to 500, 000 pop- 
ulation; (3) 500,000 to 1,000, 000 population; and (4) 1,000,000 population and over. These 
averages should more properly be called arithmetic means. An arithmetic mean is obtained 
by adding the amounts of all the items and then dividing by the number of items. It will be no- 
ticed that the arithmetic mean, being influenced by areas with a greatly accelerated rate of new 
building, is above the median average of each of the groupings. The arithmetic means are given 
for each grouping in order that a comparison of new building on a volume basis may be made. 


We repeat, the chart on the front page shows the arithmetic mean of the construction 
rate in the different-sized areas. The red line on each of the individual charts shows the na- 
tional average for the group in which each area belongs, making it possible to compare the rate 
in one area (blue line) with the average rate of all other areas of comparable size (red line). 

















NEW FAMILY me i 10,000 FAMILIES 


AKRON TTT) AMARILLO 
ii HARTER ‘97 i i ] rs QuaeTer 13 
fs ea 


ne eteee see! tpethete pTEUTER TER TE 


4) BANY-! SCHENECTADY TROY] 





‘ 


fh cat. 
a LT j 5A 
\ BUQUERQUE | ASHEVILLE 


AnTeR THIS QUARTER 
‘ ’ ’ 











| : 


ENTOWN-BETHLEHEM-EASTON | le TT) ATLANTA 


US QUARTER ~< 





























NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


by OY WENT « 





ATLANTIC ‘cy 


mrs Quaaren ~ 2/5 
"ya 





AUGUSTA |! 


THIS QUARTER ~ 247 





a 














of 





‘a 
“TTT TTY 


AUSTIN 


JUARTER ~648 | 








"BALTIMORE 


THiS QUARTER -322 xt 




















Treery ry Tyy 
BATON ROUGE 
"ws quaaren- 
| Ame WT 
+ 


BEAUMONT-PORT ARTHUR 


THIS QUARTER ~ 366 











BOSTON ~ 


HS QUARTER — 3/2) 





























BRIDGEPORT __ “|CHARLESTON, Ss. $C] 


| MS QuaaTeR -644 
on T 
er, 
T 























Jit 
wr) 


BROCKTON ae 'ITTTICHARLESTON, W.VA! | 


‘ Hs Quasrer - 260 | | THIS QUARTER ~/45 
| a 
| 

















OOO FaAaues 


BUFFALO | | TTT onartorte |! 


THIS QUARTER ~ 26/4 THIS Quaater ~289 





CANTON [1111 TTT) CHaTTA A 


ris Quaater ~ 2/6 | | THiS Quaater ~379 i 


é 
Zz 
Z 
i 
g 
7 
« 
f , 


oan a 


* Ew A 








Nome é 











J PrTT 
~ jesvecoctureuecoccuss wey oBlliiiiiil 


w ‘a 


CEDAR RAPIDS pera my = HICAGO | 
| 
| 








rs Quaates -a73 Quaater -/49/0° 











7 TTT TIT TITTT CINCINNA Tl 


| THIS QUARTER - 




















F AMAILIES 


eee 


PER MONTH PER 


® 
5 
2 
5 
< 
3 
: 


- NEW A 


NUMBER 


"T CLEVELAND 


Pri jit 
2 








NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


: _ fw sor = som 





| rows uasee~ 3/00 
ry 


+ , 
_ + 
+ + 
, 


+ 








A TITTTT 
{| __} 


= 





—+ -— : - 





-4--—~+ 


t+ 4 














_ COLUMBIA 


rs QUARTER -/06 | 





ot & C*] = 
COLUMBUS,GA '” 


| THIS QUARTER — 393 | 
} 





——d 
ee 
4 


-——t 





| 
J 
+ 
a 
| 
| 





nnd —+ 

















rr 


oy . ——— ++ 4- - 


+ @ — ~ + — - 


























) 
| 
: 
| 


, 


{ 
| 











oes Lidil Litt rr an ae 
, ¥ - = 


 DAVENPORT-ROCK ISLAND- MOLINE 


res Quaates ~ 499 T 











"COLUMBUS, OHIO | 


rs Quaater -/964~ 


a a oe” 
CORPUS CHRISTI 


S Quastee —264 

















i 














TITTY TTT 

TTT? _ — TT 

DECATUR | 

(us QuARTER 429 ’ 
T 


; 


] 


apes Vu VUNweveuteCliverern 
ote 


’ 


tes Quaaten — 3/5 

















NEW FAMILY ACCENTS intand sees FAMILIES — 
DENVER , TTT EL PASO 


TUS QUARTER ~ 2595 THIS Quakten ~ 355 











Ages 


DETROIT TC “fm 


| rt ; 
WHIS QUARTER - 9502 T THIS QUARTER - 232 








iL ti 











TT EVANSVILLE 


HIS QUARTER ~ 22 




















DULUTH - SUPERIOR | |) tN" FALL RIVER |") 


rs Quaeren ~265 | T T ‘TiS Quaates ~/76° 





DURHAM | “PITTTTTITTTTTTT koRT WAYNE 


JUARTER rg ' ) 7 | res Quarter ~/70 


fy 
































NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
runt IT) TTT GaDsoeN TTT 


ares 54 
| THIS QUARTER ~ . | mes ou 107) 


ame a" 





| 
: 
| 

















~ -_ Me 
i ie ee GALVESTON | 
| } THIS QUARTER ~/ 60 


2 a4 


| 











| 
| 
’ 


FORT WORTH 


Tres QUARTER ~923 


10 COO FAMILIES 


PER MONTH PER 


TONS BuUET 


i te 
‘TT GRAND RAPIDS 


| tS Quasten- 639 








* NEW ACCO 


NUMBER 


¥ rr, 
"'! GREEN BAY | rITTT] 


THIS QUARTER-5 45 | , y ’ ‘tS QUARTER ~ ‘60 | 
A te ss 5 





| GREENSBORO-HIGH 


res Quaatee~35/ | 

















i 8 Deh © as UU 
a" = EY} 


433 




















J CCORMRDDATIONS teat 10,000 FAMILIES 





GREENVILLE || 


”" yuaeten ~ 40% 








; | a 
ah | 
peSere ——s 
* 








HAMILTON 


Qquarrer 47a 


Ta) 


, 


a ee 


HARRISBURG 


THIS QUARTER -~2 78 


HARTFORD | 


THiS QUARTER ~/ 320 

















| 
= 








i na Li Li 


Merry 
‘4 


eo 4 


TTTTTTIT 








HUNTINGTON 


ters Quaatee =~ /5/ 











2 
INDIANAPOLIS 


THIS QUARTER -/630 


“= 





a ~“s a 


‘| JACKSON, MICH, 


| ris Quarter 





JACKSON, MISS 


THiS QUARTER (86 
Ane ‘ 


», 





leh pn 
” « 


HOUSTON 


yes Quaeree 66% 


== 














JACKSONVILLE 


THIS QUARTER ~~ 9927 


} 
— 


Li 








UU 





oe 























10 GOO FAMILIES 


PER MONTH PER 


guKT 


Z 
* 
4 
4 
s 
z 
ro} 


NUMBER 





NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
| rTvyvTTTIT L SINC 


| linus Quaeree -9 42 
(sane OFF & “a 





KALAMAZOO ryyrryeyyy | LAREDO 


mS QUARTER ~—4/6 rts QuARTER- 6 


, 
| 


anat e’« 4% 











KANSAS CITY 


rs Quaaite ~ 2228 











“a 
KENOSHA 


ris Quarren —/44t 
. ae } 




















eeeerrrt 








« fi “a ‘1 Me 


KNOXVILLE LEXINGTON 
rug Quasten ~556 : | oe Caer 











ee a Se 
LANCASTER |''''! | LIMA 


‘rs Quastes ~/79 / rms Quastes 


Amt OP 44 





eeeauueen 





























NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
UNCON [TTT 7) rrr TOs ANGELES. [TTT 


|THIS QUARTER -pa6 | z J ms Quasten -/9088 | 
, P 4 ; - 9 ; } 


} 4 
y .s 

(805 
rs + + 


+ 





























—— mn pees cpead dias 


LITTLE ROCK |' 


rs Quaater ~ 204 





OOO Faas 





1 #) 

| 

+ ) 

| | 
(94 my 


AT PER MONTH PER 


dad 4 
© 


; 78 7 4 
TTTTTT! sl TTTTITTTTTTTTTT 


LORAIN-ELYRIA | | 


r * ¢ 4 | 
HIS QUARTER « 524 | | ys Quaater~ 349 





, 
’ 


t 


t 




















204 
ai 


; 


Ti bil eS SSSEES a 
r 


— 4m 
LOUISVILLE | 
mS QUARTER 1099) 1S QUARTER - 253 
, A fame Of8 +. a ; 





















































’ NEW ACCOMM 


NUMBER 





NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


MACON |TTITTT 


‘Tees QuUASTER “a 


+p tty me 
MADISON [!TTTT 


rms Quaaten ~472 { 


+++ 
« « 


MANCHEST 


Ss QUARTER ~/67 


© ty 807 weretin 





: 



































« a 
MEMPHIS 
) TMS QUARTER-10 87 | 
+ 


> 


MILWAUKEE 


| 4S QUARTER -~209/ 


+ —$- 





eae 


a 





+ 
> 


, 


MIAMI 


THWS QUARTER - 46 38 


ame ore 88 40 4T 


ey _ ae 


+ 


> 7 


? 


: 
| 














-—_>—_—__+—__+ —_ +—__ + ——_+——+ 














| MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL 


ns QuanTen = 27/9 


ae Gite 





TITTTTT 


' 
t 


> 















































NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
. ST PAUL a , — Porryyyy TTTTTTTTTTT NEW BE RD 


; 
| QuagTER ~ 067 








oe | me 7) “a $ i "a ; ot 
MOBILE "| NEW BRITAIN 


is QUARTER 460 —_ j rs Quaater- 533 


ae 





MONTGOMERY 


rs Quaeien 243 


8 





PER MONTH PER KOOO0 Fans 























NEW HAVEN 


THIS QUARTER — 433 


i 
i 














nuweee OF NEw & 
. 








MUNCIE 


ris Quaarer 





























NASHVILLE | 7 NEW ORLEANS 


IHS QUARTER 649 THiS QUARTER. 1476 


t y 





4 





0.6 
LU iy 
Ab 


le. 



































NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
"NEW YORK City - “(TTT WANHATTAN 
NORTHEASTERN NJ | ‘ws Quaaren = 9/6 


, THIS QUARTER ~ 14654 — 


ase 
































TTTTTTTTTT 


BRONX BOROUGH 
rus QUARTER - 759 mis Quaaten ~ (282 


45 


900 FAMILIES 








- | 
Zz 
> 
® 
3 
Z 
a 
4 
i 




















NEW A 


c 





NUMBER 








BROOKLYN BOROUGH 
res Quaatie = 1/05 


’ 
























































NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
WESTCHESTER CO!TTTT (TITTTTTTTT daa HEASTERN, NJ 
wh QUARTER 999 + ; -, - = cum ~ 5934 





4 


+ 








obtiiil 
wol TTT 























GOO Faas 





PER MONTH PER F 














hus Litt i 
wo : ost oe 
OGDEN 


{fers QuaateR 236 





OMMODATIONS BUET 











OF NEW 4CC 


Numete 


: a a a - om » mm «“ a py es ss 
NASSAU CO ; TITTTTTTTT OKLAHOMA CITY q T 


] THiS Quaetes ~7 33 





mS QUARTER va) 








~ 
TTTIITTT 


Trews Quaater -948 
“ on 


9 ~ | a 
o TTT OMAHA 


| 


Lf 
aff 


, 
bs bb ET LLL 
" ‘ 

















‘ 














NEW 
ORLANDO rT] mm | SCT TT PITTSRELD TTTTTt 


HIS QUARTER- 34 


PEORIA | ITTTTT 


5 QUARTER 


) Bite oe 
PHILADELPHIA 2 F- ui 


TrtS QUARTER — 





100 FAMILIES 


1} 


PER MONTH PER 





« 
¥ 





Seesue 
: « 


n 
PHOENIX 
LAL JUARTER ~ 2OO4 res QuARTER 96/1 
m4 | ,SAME OUR 56 277) 


+ 


ATK 


c 


Mae 





+ 


puEBLO |!TTTTT) 


‘0s Quaaten p29! 
Abst " $5 ; 


| 





- + ; 








"PITTSBURGH 


iS QUARTER ~ 2 266/ 


_ 























NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


RALEIGH TTTTTTITTTITT1TIT TTT) YS ~ 





, " HiAaTeR 

















TrTTrryr 





READING 


es QUARTER . 270 
4 


. 


, 


, 


ho, 
A 
“a % wos eee 





‘T RICHMOND [117 | PTET SAGINAW 


ws QuaaTen ~//90% | Wis QUARTER — 307 
| 








eh hth ge 
“ w 


ROANOKE |" T | [PTTTTITITITTTTTT SF OSEPH | 


yes Quarter ~ 40a | | wis QUARTER aal 








lhe tt hate 


‘ “ 4 « ~ 


ROCHESTER | A ST.LOUIS 


yes Quarter ~ 946! HIS QUARTER - 2906 

















ROCKFORD SALT LAKE CITY 


yuaerer éos ° ers QuagTer 4 




















NEW pa ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


€ ee eee we 


SAN ANGELO . SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND 


mus Quaater- (38 


























a 























i Tias 
Litt \ Lil 
.) : 


ant : 
a SAN JOSE 
j , THs Quaaren 2046 


Am OTF 
. , 














; ; 








Lie nil Lili 


'| SAN BERNARDINO 


res Quaaten~ 2787 











y 


NUTTETTE ET 


(SAVANNAH |! _ 
jts Quastee 390 } 
, ’ 


; 








‘ 
g 
: 
e 
z 
Z 
i 
* 
3 
| 
_- 
Ds 








‘ 


; 














OF NEW A 





NUMBER 





SAN DIEGO 


iS Quagten ~ 323/ 












































NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES — 


yy wereruce & 





SEATTLE greener SOUTH BEND 


WUARTER 1590 | : | | WS QUARTER — 347 


, 
i 








SHREVEPORT | 


THIS QUARTER ~ 275 























fill 


a “ae Ma 


"SPRINGFIELD, ILL. || 


| 1S QUARTER — 56 





a Sees 
” 


a 
SIOUX CITY 


hes QuaRTerR 125 








. — or a a a ( 
SIOUX FALLS | | TepReSGEKID' MO aa 


| , 
" panier ~ (54° THIS QUARTER ~ (42 





» ; 2 +, / = co . + Li cm r} 73 oa ae 
SPOKANE  g,5 |! | a ee Lh SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


} ‘ 
me UARTER iy | Tews QuaaeTtie — 54 





























NEW FeaLY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


¥ were 


pot == rn 


STAMFORD |'''!! 
' JUARTER ~646 
od 


, 


STOCKTON 


puaerer ~ $38} 
5 , 








TACOMA 


DUARTER y 


bs hn AP 
"TERRE HAUTE || 
wate - (8 

Ane (T0 55- i) j 














- TAMPA-ST PETERSBURG 


Trers 


quaatte — 2680 


UARTER ~ 446 


€ OMe sg 976 





te 


TOPEKA 


PUARTIR — 22S 


samt OTF gs 4 





























NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


ITT 
4 
| 
+ 
+ 





“TTTTTTYT ITTTTT TTTTT TTTTTT 


TRENTON 


|1WIS QUARTER~ 90 
. ¥ > 


WACO 

= QUARTER ~/40 | 
ee cae 
rome 


? + 


‘ ; + 











"TIWASHINGTON, D.C 


| THIS QUARTER — 55/8 


OOO FAMILIES 


; 


PER MONTH PER 10 











Lili te eee 
« 


as Ke) ry 


TULSA 


rs Quaatte- 247 





OMMODATIONS sunt 


’ ’ , 


; + 





OF NEW « 





Numbté 





etit SBOE TTHiOreNiE 
* ott 


Tl waTersury |"! 


TS QUARTER ~ 5/3 











; 
| 
} 
| 
t 


PWUTUUTUONOGUETELET ONES: \ i | JU 
we we 7 '$ “ we ‘ ost 
TYTTTTTTTYT T 

TTT WATERLOO 


| 
t TTS Quaate® ~ 278) 
j } | 
T 


toons 
4 « 


UTICA 


ves Quaarer 
' 








“ 








| 



































NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
i © by 0OY Wemucr 4 CO De 
WHEELING |''TT x a ‘WINSTON-SALEM | 
“THES QUARTER ~/@5 - . j tts QUARTER ~ 265 


we oar 


_ 











; 
| 
t ; 


’ 





, 


WICHITA 
\reS Quarter~ 5 


all thy 


























: A 


Lil 














T WICHITA FALLS | TTT WORCESTER 
| 1Mes ws GUAR = 108 1 18s Qusaree jS4 








eS RETREAT] — rei oar rir 


rwS QUARTER ~ 57 «} es Quaatee ~ / 57 








3 
ig 
tL; 
lz 
Z 
z 
é 
iz 
< 
< 
i 
14 
~ 
2 
iz 
|Z 
13 
— 
iz 
2 
12 





marr TITTTTTPTTTTT YOUNGSTOWN 


1 ts ouaanen - 74a? . or 7 | tS Quaaten ~ 407 
O13 | Amt Gte 55 
T 


| 


oY 








PSB TETHER eye Tt eeerrer ty 
oss oe 
































